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Survey of Modern Literature English (I, A) 
 

                Course Description 
Survey of Modern & Contemporary Literature is an English elective on the junior/senior level that introduces                
students to a wide selection of contemporary authors through modern novels, short stories, and drama. The general goal                  
of the course is to develop knowledge and understanding of modern literature in its varying themes so that the students                    
may increase their range of ideas, their sensitivity to themselves and others, and their ability to enjoy modern literature.                   
Selected works may include mature themes and language. 

 
 
 

Essential Standards  
COMMON CORE STANDARDS 
These standards have been selected for the unit from the Common Core State Standards.  

● RL.11-12.1 Key Ideas and Details:  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the 
text leaves matters uncertain. 

● RL.11-12.2 Key Ideas and Details: Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to 
produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 

● RL.11-12.3 Key Ideas and Details: Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop 
and relate elements of a story of drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the 
characters are introduced and developed). 

● RL.11-12.4 Key Ideas and Details:  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, 
engaging, or beautiful.  

● RL.11-12.5 Key Ideas and Details:  Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure 
specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic 
or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

● RL.11-12.6 Key Ideas and Details:  Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires 
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 
understatement). 

● W. 11-12.4 Production and Distribution of Writing:  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above). 

● W. 11-12.6 Production and Distribution of Writing: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 
arguments or information. 

● W. 11-12.10 Range of Writing: Write routinely over extended time frames (time of research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and 
audience. 

1 
D200  



                             COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 200 
 

● SL.11-12.1 Comprehension and Collaboration: Initiate and participate effectively in a 
range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw 
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions a decision-making, set clear goals and 
deadlines and establish individual roles as needed. 

c.  Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; 
ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas 
and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made 
on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional 
information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

● L.11-12.1 Knowledge of Language: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

● L.11-12.3 Knowledge of Language: Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 
functions in different contexts to make effective choices for meaning or style and to comprehend more 
fully when reading or listening. 

a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g. Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for guidance as 
needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 

 
 
ISTE STANDARDS 
ISTE Standard 3. RESEARCH AND INFORMATION FLUENCY 

3.b. Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of  
    sources and media. 
3.c. Evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the  
   appropriateness to specific tasks. 

 
 
21st CENTURY STANDARDS 
GLOBAL AWARENESS 

● Using 21st century skills to understand and address global issues. 
● Understanding other nations and cultures, including the use of non-English languages. 

 CIVIC LITERACY 
● Understanding the local and global implications of civic decisions. 

 ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY 
● Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of society’s impact on the natural world (e.g. population 

growth, population development, resource consumption, rate, etc..). 
THINK CREATIVELY 

● Elaborate, refine, analyze and evaluate their own ideas in order to improve and maximize creative efforts. 
WORK CREATIVELY WITH OTHERS 

● Be open and responsive to new and diverse perspectives; incorporate group input and feedback into the 
work. 

CRITICAL THINKING AND PROBLEM SOLVING: 
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● Synthesize and make connections between information and arguments. 
● Reflect critically on learning experiences and processes. 

SOLVE PROBLEMS 
● Identify and ask significant questions that clarify various points of view and lead to better 

solutions.  
COMMUNICATION AND COLLABORATION 

● Articulate thoughts and ideas effectively using oral, written and nonverbal communication skills in a 
variety of forms and contexts. 

● Listen effectively to decipher meaning, including knowledge, values, attitudes and intentions. 
● Assume shared responsibility for collaborative work, and value the individual contributions made by each 

team member. 
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